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1. THE ENEMIES CURRENT EFFORTS SO NOT ARGUE 
FOR A TIME-CONSUMING STRATEGY XH*LXCIT XK THE 
OBJECTIVE OF ATTSHIHC ARVN FORCES* ALL EVXBENGE 
SHOWS THAT THIS IS AN ALL-CUT* SHORT-TERM EFFORT. 

FURTHER* THE ENEMY DIB NOT TARGET ASVH FORCES IN 
THESE RECENT ATTACKS* INSTEAD* HE HIT CVS CONTROL 
FACILITIES SUCH AS GCVESKSEK? BUILDINGS* RADIO 
STATIONS* PROVINCE CHIEFS* HCBffS* ANB TEE L»E* 

HE APPEASED CONTENT TO CONTAIN AEVN MILITARY 
FORCES RATHER THAN DESTROY THEM* ALTHOUGH THEY HAVE 
SUFFERED HEAVY LOSSES WITH ALMOST RMS KIA TO DATE. 

AIRFIELDS AND AIRCRAFT MERE HIS P RIM A RY MXLXTART 
TARGETS* 

2* WHILE IT IS ALWAYS POSSIBLE THAT THE ENEMY 
BUILDUP IN THE Off SAMHWT AREA ZS A DIVERSION* 

I CONSUSS ms pcm»xuxf*wm*MiAt fht too 
WJCB EF F OR T IN TO TH AT NgUDUP IP SU P P W THE 
DIVERSION THEORY* THO DmsEOtt «K»W TW&l 

Nvx plus HEcrr Locuncs support* .mmf R ® 1 *#* 

BEER DESTROTEB iY A a AND AR T mP tt^HE JUS LOST 
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OVER 400 MEN BY BODY COJNT IN THE KHE SANH-DMZ AJSAa 
AND PROBABLY A SKAT DEAL MORE FROM CONCENTRATED 
FIRE POWER. IF DIVERSION WAS THE ENEMY’S AIM, IT 
CERTAINLY WAS A POOR STRATEGEM. IN THE FIRST PLACE 
WE HAVE NOT DISPATCHED LARGE FORCES TO THE KHE SANH- 
DMZ AREA. SECONDLY, HE "DIVERTED* ENOUGH ADDITIONAL 
OS STRENGTH TO QUANG-TRI, FOR INSTANCE, TO BRING ON 
A CRUSHING DEFEAT TO HIS FORCES ATTACKING THAT CITY. 
HE STILL INTENDS TO MAKE KHE SANH ANOTHER DIEM SIEN 
PHU, AND FROM THERE TO SEIZE ALL OF THE TWO NORTHERN 
PROVINCES. 

3. I SHARE YOUR CONCERN AS TO THE ENEMY 
THREAT TO SAIGON. WE MUST NOT ONLY PREVENT THE 
ENEMY FROM ACTUALLY TAKING SAIGON, BUT WE MUST ALSO 
KEEP HIM FROM HARASSING AND BLOCKADING THE CITY 
OVER A PROLONGED PERIOD THROUGH THE PRESSURE OF HIS 
FORCES IN AND NEAR THE CITY. I VISITED GENERAL 
WEYAND TODAY, AND HE IS CONFIDENT tAS I AM) THAT 
WE CAN HANDLE THE MILITARY THREAT TO SAIGON. LOCAL 
FORCES INDIGENOUS TO THE SAIGON AREA CAN ALWAYS 
INFILTRATE INTO THE CITY* THIS IS A FACT OF LIFE 
WE SIMPLY HAVE TO ACCEPT. WHILE IRRITATING, THESE 
LOCALS CAN AND WILL BE ERADICATED. THE MAIN FORCE 
THREAT IS NOT AS FORMIDABLE ON THE GROUND AS IT 
APPEARS ON THE MAPS. THE 5TB VC DIVISION HAS BEEN 
GIVEN A GOOD MAULING AND IS PROBA&I ABOUT 50 PER- 
CENT COMBAT EFFECTIVE. THE STH VC DIVISION HAS 
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ALSO BEEN HURT IN A SERIES OF CONTACTS NORTH OF 
" SAIGON. HE ESTIMATE THAT THIS DIVISION HAS THE 
EQUIVALENT GF ABOUT 5 CR 6 COMBAT EFFECTIVE 
3ATTALI0NS . THE 7TH NVA DIVISION MAY, OF COURSE, 
ENTER THE FIGHT IN SAIGON BUT IT HAS A "NO WIN* 1 
REPUTATION. IT HAS ALSO BEEN HEAVILY ENGAGED 
IN THE OUTER REACHES OF BINH DUONG ALTHOUGH THE 
13IST REGIMENT IS IN THE SAIGON AREA AND HILL 
PROBABLY BE USED WITH THE STH VC DIVISION. 

I DC NOT DEPRECIATE THE THREAT TO SAIGON 
BOTH FROM INFILTRATION AND MAIN FORCE ATTACKS. 

IT IS REAL, SERIOUS, AND I AM CONCERNED ABOUT IT. 
TIME, HOWEER, IS ON CUR SIDE. HE DAILY FREE 
TROOPS IN II FFV ~C MOVE TO THE DEFENSE OF SAIGON 
AND TO OPEN THE ROUTES AROUND THE CITY. THE LATTER 
IS THE TRANSCENDING PROBLEM. REGARDS. 
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